Assessment of the radiographic image: recognition of normal features.
The importance of observation, and perception, based upon an appropriate level of knowledge, is introduced in this article as the basis for examining dental radiographs. Normal anatomical features are displayed in radiographs as relative radiolucencies or radiopacities, their precise appearance varying with the technique used and exposure factors. This article addresses some of the points related to initial examination of radiographs, and the influence on the image of a variety of anatomical features. The author presents a logical approach to examining radiographs and illustrates the key anatomical features in the region of the jaws.